ARTHUR CARROLL INSURANCE AGENCY
“Serving the Northeast since 1984”
42 Elm Street Limerick ME 04048     1-800-531-4700
81 Marine Street Thomaston CT 06787  1-877-283-6540

Dear Apple Grower,                                                                          March 7, 2018

Your Input is needed for a USDA Review of the Apple Policy!

[bookmark: _GoBack]    The USDA’s Risk Management Agency has contracted the Consulting Company Agralytica to collect data for “Improvements” to the Apple Policy.  Their stated goal is to get feedback on how the policy is working and how it can be improved.  A central focus of their research will be experience with and alternatives to the the Fresh Fruit Quality Option.  Other aspects of the policy such as “the final disposition of the crop” loss requirement, record keeping requirements and regional production and marketing methods will also be discussed.

      The Fresh Fruit Quality Option is a critical piece of the Apple Policy in New England.  The Basic Policy calculates losses on the percentage of fresh or processing apple production that fails to grade U.S. No.1 Processing or better. The Quality Option calculates losses on Fresh Apple production that fails to grade U.S. Fancy or better.  The Fresh Apple Quality Option adjusts Fresh Production losses on a sliding scale from 20% to 65%.  When 65% of the total production fails to grade U.S. Fancy a total loss is paid. 
  
      New England is primarily a Fresh Market region and the dollar value of our Fresh Market Apples is higher than most markets in the U.S.  Changes to the Fresh Quality Option could have a major impact on the benefits of the Apple Policy.  

Agralytica has scheduled 2 grower listening sessions in our area.  RMA wants to hear directly from growers.  New England rarely has a chance to give input before policies or changes are put on paper.

We urge you to attend one of these meetings with us.  Your input could have a direct effect on the continued benefits of the USDA Apple Policy!

[image: Colleen band w finish]Sincerely,

Colleen A. Kisselburgh                                                    Email: ckisselburgh01@snet.net
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