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Guidelines for IFTA Research Proposals
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1. Research topics: preference will be given to proposals with deciduous tree fruit species in the following areas:
Fruit type
A. Cherries
B. Pome Fruits
C. Other Stone Fruits
Rootstocks
D. Rootstock development (traditional breeding; genetic engineering)
E. Rootstock and interstem performance (tree size, productivity, fruit quality, etc.)
F. Rootstock characteristics (disease resistance, winter hardiness, abnormalities, nutritional requirements, etc.)
G. Enhancement of rootstock survival and adaptation
H. Rootstock propagation (nursery management, micropropagation, etc.)
I. Rootstock identification
Intensive orchard management systems 
J. Interaction of rootstocks with tree density
K. Support system
L. Pruning 
M. Training
New Technologies
Additional horticultural issues (for example)
N. Tree size control (other than by rootstock)
O. Solving pest and disease problems of rootstocks and interstems

Value of research:
Importance of research to IFTA membership
Impact on commercial fruit growing (whole industry or a small section)
Practical nature of findings

Research proposal must:
Be adequately justified
Be scientifically sound
Have clearly stated objectives and procedures
Have a high likelihood of reaching objectives

Factors used in ranking applications
Contribution to priorities 
Scientific merit and reviewer comments 
Level of interdisciplinary research and development of research team)
Likelihood of success – including attracting additional funding to support project 
Evidence of value to IFTA members and industry support 
Contribution to IFTA’s publications (Compact Fruit Tree, E-newsletters) 
Overall Research Program


2017 Application for Research Funding
Please note: All funding from Research Committee recommendations now comes from the IFTA Research Foundation, which has established a permanent endowment to fund research projects well into the future.

Please limit proposals to this title page, and a maximum of two pages addressing the questions identified on page two of this request for proposals. Proposals exceeding two pages will not be considered. Progress Reports for continuing projects are to be submitted separately.  Proposals may be submitted by email in a Word or PDF document no later than January 31, 2017, to Matt Grayson, IFTA Executive Director, at mgrayson@ifruittree.org. Late proposals will not be accepted. 

Funding is awarded on a year by year basis, and checks will be distributed in March.  Project leaders may request a specific allocation of total funds among different researchers.  Applications for continuing funding are welcomed but not guaranteed.  If additional funding is requested for subsequent years, a progress report must be submitted. This progress report should be fairly comprehensive but brief (total length is at your discretion) and include a narrative, indication of progress or lack thereof, findings to date and challenges encountered. 

Project Title: 		

Institution:
		
Mailing Address:		

Project Leader:		

New Project	Renewal Project

Completion Year for Project: 

Funds Requested:	
	 
Previous IFTA funding for this project:
	Year
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Amount

	
	
	
	
	


Anticipated years and dollars per year of additional funding to complete this project:
	Year
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	Amount

	
	
	
	
	



Other sources and amounts of funding for this project (i.e. how IFTA funds will be leveraged for the greater good of the project and the industry):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
For Office Use Only:
Recommended by: IFTA Research Committee    YES   NO

Signature of Chairman:	_________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________




2017 Application for Research Funding
 (Proposals are to be limited to two pages to address the following criteria.)

0. Priorities addressed by this project.
0. Research objectives.
0. Research design (experimental outline of treatments, design, etc.)
0. If additional funds are required, what are the anticipated/applied for sources and what is the industry support for this project.
0. Justification and value of research to IFTA membership.
0. Timing to have progress/results to contribute written materials for publication in Compact Fruit Tree and/or E-newsletter.
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